Managed care research participation and interests.
Recent concerns about the future of American health care research have focused in part on the growth of MCOs, which many believe are uninterested in research participation. Managed care may hinder research by limiting patient access to academic medical centers, and also by heightening competitiveness, which may force these centers to reduce research funding. There may be, however, some incentives for MCOs to participate in research, including the ability to pursue unique research interests as well as attract potential members.